Boone County Soil & Water Board Meeting
801 W Pearl Street
Lebanon, IN  46052

Minutes 
March 18, 2026

Attendees Present:
Chris Branaman, Ben Lawson, Brian Daggy, and Kathy Clawson. Also present Keegan Cougill, Natural Resource Conservationist SWCD, Andea Hatfield, Purdue Extension, Katie Myers, FSA 

I.  Call to Order at 7:30 AM

II.  Approval of November 2025 Minutes.
Chris Branaman made the motion to approve the minutes.  Ben Lawson seconded.  Motion carried.

III.  Presentation of Bills for approval/payment
Ben Lawson made the motion to approve the payment of bills.  Chris Branaman seconded.  Motion carried.

IV.  Staff Reports
· Keegan Cougill – 
· Attended Jamestown weed wrangle.
· Attended master gardener training.
· Attended weed wrangle committee meeting
· Held 66th annual meeting
· Conducted soil tests for Julie, a Zionsville resident
· Helped with trailer repair and allocation
· Completed land survey for Beck’s
· Completed maintenance for no till drill
· Attended learn and burn at Purdue research station
· Picked up saplings for Boone County residents
· Completed soil test for ruth
· Planned garden at St. peter’s apiary
· Met with beautify Boone and advertised events going on
· Finished selection of native plants for sale
· Completed 300 south SWPPP review
· Helped with plant selection for native garden at Hoosier Heights
· Andrea Hatfield – 
· The Boone County PARP went well – Andrea would like to highlight the new Endangered Species Act requirements that will begin appearing on pesticide labels. Slow rollout, but a great time to start doing it so it is routine in the future. Andrea will send more info to the board, please reach out with questions.
· Purdue Extension’s Annual Open House will be held on April 11th from 4—7:30 pm. It is in conjunction with the 4-H BBQ Fundraiser, but you do not need to participate in the fundraiser to come to the open house. If you would like to purchase meal tickets, you can do so on this website: www.boonecounty4h.org/tickets
· Ag Day with Western Boone Schools is April 2nd
· Rural Road Safety Programs are being offered again this year with workers on the Lilly construction site – hope to reach over 4500 this year!
· Gardenfest, organized by the Boone County Master Gardeners, will be April 18th from 9 am – 2 pm
· In conjunction with Boone SWCD, an Intro to Rainscaping Workshop will be held on April 23rd and a Vermicomposting Workshop will be held on April 27th.
· Under her Community Development appointment, Andrea shared she is part of an active Early Learning Coalition working to improve childcare in Boone County. She is also part of the Community Leadership Program team and will be presenting on Team Building in Vermillion County.
·  
· Katy Myers – 
· FBA April 18th deadline
· STRP2 April 30th deadline
· 2026 farm changes in process. Do not plan on certifying till acreage report is completed
· CRP is almost at cap space for acre limit.
· General CRP Deadline of April 17th 
· Currently maintenance and established checks are being mailed out
· One Big Beautiful bill extension of acre report. 



V.  Miscellaneous/New Business.
1. Swearing in of Officers- Brian swore oath of office at 7:34 am. 
Chris Branaman made motion to add Kathy Clawson as an associate board member to handle delegated responsibilities, Ben Lawson seconded, motion carried.
Brian Daggy made a motion to nominate Chris Branaman as secretary, Ben Lawson seconded, motion carried.
 Ben Lawson made a motion to nominate Brian Daggy as president of the board. 
Ben Lawson made a motion to nominate himself as Vice President of the board, Chris Branaman seconded, motion carried.
2. Vermin-Composting Workshop- Chris Branaman made a motion to approve $500 dollars of allocated spending for the Vermin-Composting workshop, Ben Lawson seconded Motion carried. 
3. Pomp’s Trailer Repair $463.83- No additional needed action.

VI. Adjournment
Ben Lawson made the motion to adjourn.  Chris Branaman seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:31 AM.
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