Boone County Health Board

July 16th, 2025, at 6:00pm

           Lamar Meeting Room, Boone County Office Building

Board Members Present
     HD Staff Present

 IT & Security Staff Present
Michael Reynolds                            Dr. Servies


    Pat Ogle
                                 
Tricia Wright                                   Vickie Foster 
  John Copeland               Lacey Henson
Lisa Younts

           

Crystal Jones                                   Kacie Schenck    
                         
John Cowan                                     Kasey Bowen 

John Casey

Welcome by Tricia
Approval of Minutes 
Motion: A motion was made to approve the minutes for the May 21st, 2025, meeting, Action: Approve, Moved by; Michael Reynolds, Seconded by; John Cowan.    
Motion passed unanimously.
Old Business  
New Business
· Melissa Ostler, Interim Administrator, from Clinton County Health Dept presented an Award to the BC Health Department for Outstanding Collaboration in Community Health Initiatives for partnering with them in 2024.
· Attorney Update by John Casey. 

· John states the BC Commissioners invalidated the contract for the Health Dept. Attorney, Bob Clutter. He said the Commissioners talked about saving money by not allowing the Health Dept to use their own attorney. John said the cost saving issue was not appropriated money through the County Council. The attorney fees were not going through the county but rather the state. Old state monies that were left over from 2024 and approved to use. 

· John said it’s the Board’s responsibility to get clarification on “rights of the health board”. The motion he made was:  

1. The Health Board be able to obtain an outside legal opinion, as to what power and authority that the Commissioners have to review Health Board / Health Dept contracts. 
2. Does the Health Board have the power and authority to hire their own attorney to provide general legal services. 
3. Is it the County Commissioners or the County Council who have authority to authorize the expenditure of county funds by the
Health Dept to hire an attorney. And if the Commissioners are saying this is a financial issue and we’re saving money, his question is, are they overstepping their position or is that the County Councils function? 
4. The next issue is “cause of action” (meritorious action). Legal opinion is about the law. 
Motion: The Motion above was made by John Casey, Action: Approve, Seconded by; Crystal Jones.  

Some discussion by the board:
· John wanted to reiterate: the purpose was not to sue anyone but to have answers to the Board’s questions. Do they have the right to hire an attorney to answer questions. And in the matter of money, who do they go to Commissioner’s or Council? 

· The Discussion was opened to the public
· Tim Beyer spoke: He said go back and listen to the June 16th meeting (Commissioner’s meeting). He also said talk to Beth Copeland, the new county attorney, who is an employee of the county. Tim wants this discussion at the Health Board meeting tabled. Tim claims he spoke to Dr. Servies, BC Health Officer and Lisa Younts, BCHD Administrator, before he denied the contract for the Health Dept’s attorney. On June 16th the contract was brought up in the Commissioners meeting. 

· Tim also wants the state funds that are awarded to the Health Dept.to be given to the newly hired county attorney, Beth Copeland, to go toward her salary.   

· The Commissioners approved the May Claim (bill) the Health Dept had turned in to pay Attorney, Bob Clutter. It was noted that Lisa and Dr. Servies had met with Beth before the June 16th meeting (the Friday, June 13th) and Beth gave Lisa a memorandum of what she thought the law was. 
· Board President, Tricia Wright said the motion was made and they had a second and she called for a vote. 

Motion: All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Administrative Updates 
 No report to give. 
Nursing & Vital Record Updates
Lisa Younts gave this report.
· Our Vital Records program has issued 194 birth certificates, 796 death certificates.
· Communicable Disease Investigations: our nurses have investigated thirty-nine communicable disease reports.
· Tuberculosis: There have been four new Latent TB infections reported. Three opted to not receive treatment at this time, one opted for treatment through the Health Department. Currently, there are six open LTBI cases: five are being treated at the Health Department and one elsewhere. 
· There have been three elevated blood levels reported, one awaiting confirmation and two have been confirmed. Currently, we are providing case management for ten open lead cases, and we have closed four cases. We continue to provide blood lead testing in our office and provided three blood tests.
· The STD clinic continues to operate on Thursdays from 9am-11am and 2pm-4pm. The clinic had twenty patients through May and June.
· The routine immunization clinic continues Tuesdays by appointment only and had eighty-five patients and administered 187 vaccines.
· We completed the last in-school vaccine clinic in May at Perry Worth Elementary vaccinating twenty-two students with sixty vaccines. The total numbers for all the in-school vaccination clinics for this year is ninety-seven students with 202 vaccines administered.

· We had our Vaccine Compliance visit from the Indiana Department of Health. Our immunization team did a great job preparing for the visit and did a phenomenal job.

· We provided Safe Sleep for Infants education to one family and provided them with a free pack n play and other resources.
· Some of our staff attended the Public Health Nurse conference, the A-to-Z Immunization Training, and a Viral Hepatitis Training through the Indiana Department of Health.
Community Outreach
· Narcan training/doses provided to Thorntown Library – one training with four doses distributed.
· We participated in the Lebanon Library Summer Reading Kickoff providing free Health Department resources along with dual smoke / carbon monoxide detectors, first aid kits, ice packs and other goodies
· Our Health Educator has been working with the Boone County Cancer Society and the Juvenile Detention Alternative Initiative to discuss partnership for an anti-vaping pilot program. She has provided CPR training at the Whitestown Boys & Girls Club and is partnering with the Arc for a Community Baby Shower coming up in August.
· The Health Department has partnered with The Boone County Community Foundation to translate the Boone County Resource Guide in Spanish, French and Haitian Creole. The translated copies are now available on our website, and we will have some copies printed and available within the next month.
Environmental Updates
Kacie Schenck gave this report.
· FOODS: The food inspectors attended a food borne illness outbreak training with the State Department of Health. Central Elementary and Switch Track were opened in May. Taco Bell on State Road 267, the Cubbard, Chowrastha Indian, 3 Agaves were all opened in June. Six complaints about different restaurants were inspected in the past two months. Karra and Suzanne attended the Annual AFDO (American Food and Drug Organization) Conference in June and learned more about the new food code that is being implemented in Indiana. For May and June there were Six events, and all farmers markets were inspected as well.
· SEPTIC / WELL: 20 - Letter of requirements

                                            14 - Septic Permits

                                            62 - Phase ones
· HOUSING/ POOLS / LEAD: 275 - pool inspections 

       6 - pools closed 

                                                               581 - water reports reviewed 

                                                                 18 - housing inspections 

                                                                   1 - unfit for human habitation 

                                                                   2 - dumpster placements 

                                                                   1 - lead risk assessment 
· VECTOR CONTROL / TATTOOING: For May in Vector Control, twenty-seven animal bites were reported, and one confinement letter was sent. Sixteen larvicide treatments and seven tick drags were completed. 

In June, there were eighteen animal bite reports, and two confinement letters were sent.  Claire tick dragged six locations and completed eight mosquito treatments. Took two bats to the state for testing and both came back negative for rabies. One inspection was completed, and abatement order was sent for a flea infestation.

· PREPARDENESS: Randy hosted a Safe Worship class at Traders Point in June. He purchased bicycle helmets for the upcoming bike rodeo hosted by the Kiwanis Club. The Disaster Recovery for Rural Communities class will take place in September. 
Misc. Business
Motion to Adjourn

Motion: A motion was made to adjourn, Action: Adjourn, Moved by; John Cowan Seconded by; Michael Reynolds.
Motion passed unanimously.
The next regular Local Health Board Meeting is scheduled for Sept.17th, 2025, at 6:00pm in the Connie Lamar Room.

Tricia Wright   
             



 Herschell Servies, MD           President - Health Board                      

             Boone Co. Health Officer 
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