Boone County Health Board

Jan. 19th, 2022, at 6:00pm

 Lamar Meeting Room, Boone County Office Building

Board Members Present

Staff Present


   Others Present

Tricia Wright 


         Lisa Younts
                        
Paulette Berger                                Vickie Foster 

            
Michael Reynolds
Sue Birge



Anne Patterson                                Dr. Servies     


Gabrielle Nicholas                          



John Cowan                                     


Crystal Jones 

Welcome by Gabrielle Nicholas
Approval of Minutes 
Motion: A motion was made to approve the minutes for Nov.17th, 2021 meeting, Action: Approve, Moved by; Paulette Berger, Seconded by; Anne Patterson.   
Motion passed unanimously.
Election of Officers: 

Motion: A motion was made to accept the nomination for Gabrielle Nicholas for the President position of the Health Board for 2022, Action: Approve, Moved by; Tricia Wright Seconded by; John Cowan.   
Motion passed unanimously.
Motion: A motion was made to accept the nomination for Tricia Wright for the Vice President position of the Health Board for 2022, Action: Approve, Moved by; Gabrielle Nicholas Seconded by; Anne Patterson.  
Motion passed unanimously.
Old Business  
New Business
Administrative Updates 
 Lisa Younts gave these reports 
· The final invoice was sent to the state for the additional 50,000 COVID-19 Testing Grant to continue covid testing through June 2022
· New grant funding is available through IDOH and CDC, the Crisis Co Ag Supplemental Workforce Grant. The goal of this funding is to provide additional resources to the Local Health Departments to lead the support efforts directly with schools and their actions as it relates to the COVID-19 pandemic. Grant period will be 1 year in length with an option to extend an additional year for a total of 2 years with funding allocations based on a jurisdictional population tier. Boone County will be allocated $330,000 to hire additional staff or assign existing staff to support continued COVID-19 response efforts in K-12 schools and the community. We will be looking into hiring/assigning 1-2 individuals per school corporation, so 4-8 individuals depending on need, to be a direct school liaison to assist with vaccination clinics, covid testing, identification of resources, contract tracing, public health education and any other covid related need that comes up.
Nursing & Vital Record Updates
Lisa Younts gave these reports.
· Over the last couple of months, our nurses have investigated 29 communicable disease reports, excluding covid and 2 child lead reports. Our health educator has provided 1 Narcan training and distributed 8 Narcan kits.
· We have 1 active Tuberculosis case. Case management will end in March when the medication regimen is completed. There are 3 Latent TB cases we are currently following.
· The routine immunization clinic continues Tuesdays by appointment only. Over the last 2 months, we gave 1,234 routine vaccinations plus flu vaccine. We will begin new hours for this clinic beginning next week. We will take appointments from 8am – 11:30am. We are in contact with the school nurses and school immunizations are up to date and our appointments have slowed over the last few weeks. We will be able to utilize our immunization staff at the covid testing site in the afternoon as the increase in testing is needed due to this change.
· The STD clinic remains on hold due to staffing priorities on covid. We are working with the state to renew our testing supplies. Once we receive updated supplies for STD testing, we will begin our testing clinic on Friday mornings from 8:30am-12:00pm.
· We provided Infant Safe Sleep education to a resident of the So Big Mountain House in Whitestown. For those not familiar with this facility, it is a maternity home that can house up to 4 women and their children. Their mission is to support the health of the pregnant mother by connecting them with food, shelter, and prenatal care for those who need assistance. We were able to supply them with a pack n play along with the education through our Safe Sleep program we participate in with IDOH.
· Our older vital records are being digitized and we will be working on digitizing all the records we currently keep in our vaults which will free up some space in the health department. We currently have 5 vaults that are housing these records.
Covid-19 Updates

· Most Indiana counties are red, including Boone County. We are averaging approximately a 30% 7-day positivity rate.
· Indiana has confirmed 425 omicron cases with sequencing so far. The week of January 2-8 is the most recent with sequencing results. Out of 44 samples sequenced, 37 were omicron. Indiana is now seeing most cases being omicron and is likely close to 100% of covid cases.
· CDC has updated their mask guidance to include:
· added information to present similar content for masks and respirators, 
· clarified that people can choose respirators such as N95s and KN95s, including removing concerns related to supply shortages of N95s, 
· clarified the “surgical N95s” are a specific respirator that should be reserved for the healthcare setting, and 
· clarified that some types of masks and respirators provide more protection to the wearer than others. I have provided the state’s graphic regarding masks in your packet.
Covid-19 Vaccine Updates

· Our Covid Vaccine Clinic continues to operate on Wednesdays and Thursdays from 8:30am-12:00pm and 2pm-6pm. We have given 2,156 covid vaccines since our last update. This brings the health department’s total number of covid vaccines given to 30,050 since January 2021.
· The Indiana Department of Health has defined Fully Vaccinated as a person who has received their primary series of covid vaccines and Up to Date as a person who has received all recommended covid vaccines, including any booster dose when eligible.
· Updated Authorizations for vaccines: 
· Pfizer has been authorized for a booster for those ages 12 – 15 years of age. 
· People who received either Pfizer or Moderna should receive a booster shot at least 5 months after receiving their primary series.
· Moderately and severely immunocompromised people 12 or older who completed an mRNA covid vaccine primary series and received an additional dose should receive a single booster dose at least 5 months after completing their 3rd dose
· A person who received one primary dose of J&J covid vaccine should not receive more than 2 vaccine doses. The booster dose can be given at least 2 months after the first.
Covid-19 Testing Updates

· Our covid testing clinic was put on hold on January 12th after discussions with Witham. Due to the proposed increase of exposure of illness in Witham’s facility from the operating of the clinic, Witham believed their location was no longer appropriate for our covid testing site. 
· We have been working with the Boone County Commissioners to locate a new site and have found a partnership with Mental Health America of Boone County. We will be setting up our new covid testing site location at the Mental Health America of Boone County Lodge, the former Boone Lodge # 9 located at 810 Fordice Road in Lebanon this week. We will open the site to the public beginning on Monday, January 24th. Our days and hours will remain the same: Mondays and Thursdays from 8am-12pm and Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 2pm-6pm.
· We have been informed by IDOH that we will not be receiving the rapid antigen tests going forward until further notice. The state received their last shipment in December, and they are pursuing every avenue to secure more. We have approximately 200 rapid tests for our testing clinic that we will limit to those 18 or younger or symptomatic individuals 50 years of age or older. We will have plenty of supplies for the PCR tests at our testing clinic.
· The Biden Administration has purchased at-home, rapid covid tests to give to Americans for free. The test kits can be ordered online at covidtests.gov and tests should ship within 7-12 days of ordering. Also, private health insurance companies are now required to cover at-home covid tests for free. This began on January 15th.
· Diana Huddleston with Aspire has reached out to the health department. They have received a shipment of at-home rapid tests and are distributing them to health departments, fire departments and other partners across our district. We picked up 20 cases today. There are 45 kits per case with 2 tests per kit. We will have 900 kits that we will have available. We will be discussing how best to distribute these kits throughout our community in the next couple of days .
Community Outreach
· Our health educator does an amazing job keeping up the health department’s Informational Facebook page. Over the last couple of months, she has seen a growth of 40.4% and a reach of 46,473 people. This has been incredibly valuable in getting information out regarding covid testing, boosters and the availability of pediatric covid vaccine doses. 
Environmental Updates
Sue Birge gave these reports

· Preparedness - Troy took another position as the chief at Warsaw Fire Department so that position is open again. We do have a few people interested but we are working to find a good fit.
· Septic - Over the last 2 months Clayton did 21 inspections, issued 9 Letter of Requirements, and reviewed 8 plot plans.  We are also working with GUTS to create a new septic/well program. Clayton went to a Vector Conference in December to maintain his pest control license.
· Housing - In December, Kacie permitted a new pool opened at Home 2 Suites in Anson. There are 6 microblading establishments and artists permitted for 2022. There were 90 dog bites reported for 2021. I joined the General Environmental Health Services Committee. Kacie is the Wabash Valley Chapter committee vice president
· Foods - In the last two months we have permitted 310 food establishments and 11 mobile trucks for 2022.  Schakolad Chocolate Factory in Zionsville opened their doors in December.  Also, Abby and Kenzie took on a semi-truck fire in Jamestown. Happy Kitchen was closed for a day after a complaint of bugs in the rice. Inspectors didn’t find bugs but closed the restaurant due to cleanliness.
As I said, Kacie is the Vice President of Wabash Valley Chapter, Kenzie is the Secretary, and Abby is the Co-Chair. Kacie is now also the Chair of the General Environmental Health Services Committee and Abby is the Secretary.
Misc. Business  
Motion to Adjourn

Motion: A motion was made to adjourn, Action: Adjourn, Moved by; John Cowan Seconded by; Michael Reynolds.
Motion passed unanimously.
The next regular Local Health Board Meeting is scheduled for March 16th, 2022, at 6:00pm in the Connie Lamar Room. 

Gabrielle Nicholas





      Herschell Servies, MD         President - Health Board                  
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