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European Claims in North America, mid 1700s 



Fort Miamis (Ft. Wayne) 1715, Ouiatenon 1717, Vincennes 1732 

 

French Forts, mid 1700s 

 

Source: Maps ETC, USF 



The French and Indians were generally sympathetic. 
 

French forts acted as trade centers for Indians. 
 

French Jesuit Priests learned the Indian languages. 
 

Some French fur traders intermarried with the Indians. 



Generally, unlike the British, who came with their 
families to settle and farm the land, the French fur 
traders were single men who were here working, 
ultimately in service of the King. 

   

The French trade was primarily in beaver skins.  
Most of the French were trappers, not farmers.   

It was in their interest to keep the forests whole and 
intact. Hence, the Indians did not perceive a 
fundamental threat from the French trappers.  



 In the 1750s much of Europe became embroiled in a 

grand conflict known as the Seven Years War. 
 

 The North American Theater of this war is commonly 

referred to as The French and Indian War. 
 

 France and Britain were on opposite sides in this conflict. 
 

 The war was not particularly about North America but 
was fought here, in part.  The results of the war had huge 
implications for the future of European descendants in 
North America. 

 



Source: slideshare.net 

 



 Great Britain and her allies win. 
 

 France cedes most of its North American territory to 
Britain.  The end of Nouvelle France (New France). 

 

 France keeps the lucrative sugar trade in the West 
Indies but gives up the North American fur trade.  

 

 The war nearly bankrupts the British Government. 
 

 Great Britain begins to levy heavy taxes on the 
Colonies to help pay for the war. 



 Britain follows a development strategy of promoting the 
growth of coastal cities in the American Colonies for the 
purpose of a fostering a strong market of export goods 
from English factories. 

 

 Britain perceives the newly gained territories west of the 
Appalachians as an opportunity to foster trade with the 
Indians and is not interested in promoting settlement by 
the colonials in this area. 

 

 By the Proclamation of 1763 Britain reserves the territory 
west of the Appalachians for the Natives. 



Source wikipedia commons 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_territorial_growth_1775.svg




 The French and Indian War, as we called it, saw the rise 

of a Colonial, we-are-one, can-do spirit.   
 

 George Washington rose to prominence as a military 
leader. 

 

 Colonials were resistant to the increased tax burden. 
 

 Colonials, desirous of land, were outraged at the 
Proclamation Line of 1763, reserving the west for the 
natives. 

 

 



 

 The 1763 Proclamation Line did not hold and 
colonists continued to flood west.   

 

    Nonetheless…. 
 

    The stage was set for the American Revolution! 

 











But what about that business with  

George Rogers Clark in the west? 

   

 



Epic march through flooded 
ground to take Vincennes 
(Ft. Sackville). 
 

Major disruption to British 
operations in the west. 
 

Many historians believe 
that the trouble caused by 
G.R. Clark in the west 
caused the British to cede 
the “Northwest Territory” in 
the Treaty of Paris. 



If not for George Rogers Clark and his incredibly 
tough soldiers, the Northwest Territory might 
have ended up being part of Canada. 



Source wikipedia commons 
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Proposed 1784, passed 1787, modified 1789. 
 

Defines the Northwest Territory. 
 

Establishes mechanism for admission of new states, 
rather than expansion of existing states. 
 

Prohibits slavery within N.W. Territory, functionally 
establishing the Ohio River as the northern boundary of 
slave holding areas. 
 

Promotes education and natural rights. 
 

States that the property of Indians may not be taken away 
from them without their consent. 



Source: 

The Land Office 
Business, 

Malcolm J. Rohrbough, 

Oxford University Press, 
1968 











Led by Thomas Jefferson, an orderly system of survey  

and settlement was proposed resulting in the  

Ordinance of 1785 



Six mile square tracts called Townships 
 

Subdivided into 36 square mile Sections (640 acres) 

Each section may be further subdivided in to 160 acre 
quarter sections or 80 acre half-quarter sections. 
 

In Indiana parcels were generally auctioned as 160 acre 
quarters or 80 acre half-quarters. 
 

Further subdivision by private land owners is common. 
 

Every hear of the “back 40?”   
(That would be a quarter-quarter section.) 



Sections 
in a  
township 



Original 
federal 
corners 
 



Single  
and 
double 
corners 
(Indiana) 



Ohio 
 

early 
efforts  
at PLSS 



Indiana 
 

early 
survey 
of vast 
area  





However…… 
 

Prior to survey, the U.S. Government was compelled 
to “Extinguish the Indian Title.” 

 

Our legal concepts of possession and ownership 
dictated that we must gain written title to the land 
from its native inhabitants prior to surveying, sale 
or settlement. 

 

As dictated by the Northwest Ordinance, land could 
not be taken away from the natives without their 
permission. 



In the early days of the Indiana Territory,  

this job was wholeheartedly embraced by  

William Henry Harrison. 



 The Indians had generally cooperated peacefully with the 
French. 

 

 In general, the Indians did not get along as well with the 
British as they did with the French, and could perceive 
threats to their way of life from the influx of white settlers 
lead by the ominous sign of “Surveyors marking trees.” 

 

 Conflicts in the Ohio River valley had become common 
by the time of the American Revolution. 

 

 After the Revolution, the Indians perceived the British as 
a much better alternative to the Long Knives, or 
Americans.  In retrospect, they were right all along! 



 















Result of U.S. victory at the Battle of Fallen Timbers. 
 

This is the critical treaty which established practical, 
physical U.S. control over the Northwest Territory. 

 

Preamble, as written in the treaty: 
 

“To put an end to a destructive war, to settle all 
controversies, and to restore harmony and a friendly 
intercourse between the said United States, and Indian 
tribes….” 



 Natives relinquish rights to Fort Wayne, Detroit, future 
site of downtown Chicago, and numerous other places. 

 

 Natives relinquish rights to several critical portages, 
including  Fort Wayne, and U.S. secures rights to 
passage on certain waterways. 

 

 Issues of previous French claims in the vicinity of 
Vincennes are addressed. 

 

 Native relinquish 6 miles around Fort Quiatenon. 
 

 U.S. releases all other claims to the lands North of the 
Ohio River, East of the Mississippi, and South & East of 
the Great Lakes. 

 



 
 

Signed by General Anthony Wayne and marked by 
representatives of the Wyandots, Delawares, Shawanoes, 
Ottawas, Chipewas, Putawatimes, Miamis, Eel-river, Weea's, 
Kickapoos, Piankashaws, and Kaskaskias (spellings per the 

Treaty).   

 

Officially witnessed by Wiliam Henry Harrison and others. 
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 Harrison appointed first Governor of the newly formed 
Indiana Territory in 1801.   

 

 In 1803, President Jefferson grants him authority to 
negotiate treaties with the natives. 

 

 Tecumseh rises to prominence within the Shawnee world 
for his personal charisma, intellect, natural leadership 
skills, and remarkable skills as a warrior. 

 

 By the early 1800s the Shawnee are a displaced tribe. 
 

 





 Tecumseh’s brother, Tenskwatawa, has spiritual visions 
which begin in 1805, rejects the white man’s whiskey, and 
rejects his clothing and way of life. 

 

 Self-proclaimed “The Prophet” Tenskwatawa leads a pan-
Indian spiritual revival based on returning to the native 
ways. 

 

 The Prophet establishes a village of his followers along 

the banks of the Wabash River, Prophetstown. 
 

 Unlike most Indian villages, this village had followers from 
a variety of tribes, bonded together by  a spiritual 
movement rather than traditional trial identification. 

 



 Meanwhile, Tecumseh attempts to create a pan-Indian 
confederation, bonding tribes together politically. 

 

 Tecumseh travels widely, encouraging Indians to unite in 
rejecting the white man. 

 

 Tecumseh advances the legal argument that all Indians 
own the land in common – native land cannot be sold 
without the permission of all tribes.   

 

 Harrison adheres to President Jefferson’s argument that 
only tribes which inhabited the land when it was “first 
discovered” had authority to sign the treaties.  Other tribes 
may sign as a courtesy. 



 

Isn’t it interesting that this activity was centered in Indiana? 

 

The Shawnee were recently from the Ohio region. 

 

Why the did the pan-Indian revival happen in the heart of 
the Indiana Territory? 



 

Aware that Tecumseh was away to the South and 
concerned about the agitation being stirred up by both 
the Prophet and Tecumseh, William Henry Harrison and 
a large militia force (600 to 1,000) march to 
Prophetstown under orders to intimidate or disperse the 
natives camped out there. 





The Battle of Tippecanoe,  depiction by Alonzo Chappel 
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 1809 – Harrison’s Purchase 
 

 1811 – Battle of Tippecanoe 
 

 1812-1814 – War of 1812 between U.S. and Britain 
 

 1813 – Tecumseh killed in battle 
 

 1816 – Indiana statehood 
 

 1818 – Treaty at St. Mary’s (the New Purchase) 
 



First Map of the 
State of Indiana 

1819 
At the moment of 
admission to the 
union, the northern 2/3 
of Indiana was not yet 
under treaty. 

 

 













October 2, 1818 - 
Potawatamie 



 Title 

 

 Agreements 

 Annuties 

 
 Reference to 

schedule 

 

 Signatures  
or X marks 

 

 Land 
Description 

 



Schedule: 
Note the 

Burnetts, 

children of a 

French trader 

who married 

Indian woman, 
sister of the 
principal chief. 

Established 

Trading post  

on the Wabash  

River. 

Burnett’s Reserve. 



Partial plat T24N, R4W 

Note Prophet’s Town and 
site of Battle Ground. 

Image of plat page compliments of Tippecanoe County Surveyor’s Office.   

Note: Burnett’s Reserve extends further east and only a portion of the reserve is shown hereon. 



October 2, 1818 - Wea 

Note – Wea cede all lands in Indiana, Ohio and Illinois 
except one reserve and several individual grants. 





Wea also 
accede to 
and 
sanction 
previous 
Kickapoo 
treaties. 

 

Payment of 
annuities to 
be paid in 
silver. 



October 3, 1818 - Delaware 



The Delawares agree to 
cede all claims in Indiana 
and resettle west of the 
Mississippi River. 
 

They are granted horses, 
payments, provisions for 
the journey, and a 
perpetual annuity of 
$4,000. 
 

They are also to be 
provided a blacksmith 
after their removal to the 
west side of the 
Mississippi. 

 



The Delawares, AKA the Lenape, had moved from the East 
Coast, through the Ohio Valley Region, eventually settling 
along the White River in central Indiana. 

 



Though the dominant local tribe, the Miami, did not 
appreciate the presence of the Delaware, finding them to be 
excellent hunters and depleting the local game resources, in 
1809 the Miami had officially acknowledged “the equal right 
of the Delawares with themselves to the country watered by 
the White River.” 

A mere nine years later, the Delaware agreed to leave the 
area entirely and resettle West of the Mississippi River.  It is 
said that the primary Delaware chief was tired, frustrated, 
racked with the ravages of alcoholism, and simply gave up. 



October 3, 1818 - Miami 



October 3, 1818 - Miami 

Now here is an Indian Chief who knows how to 
negotiate…….. 



October 3, 1818 - Miami 

And I’m not talking about the 
prominent Miami Chief 

Pacanne 

Source wikipedia commons 



October 3, 1818 - Miami 

I’m talking about the son of Pacanne’s sister, Taucumwah, 
and her husband, the French Fur Trader,   

Joseph Druet de Richardsville…. 



October 3, 1818 – Miami 
 

Jean Baptiste de 
Richardville 

Source:  Allen County/Ft. Wayne                         
Historical Society 



October 3, 1818 – Miami 
 

Jean Baptiste de 
Richardville 
 Half Miami, “Miami Métis” 
 Fluent in French, English, 

and Miami languages 

 Shrewd businessman 

 Straddles the divide of  
“Indian” and “White” worlds 

 Rises to prominence among 
Miami tribe and negotiates 
treaties on their behalf. 

 



Source www.in.gov 



October 3, 1818 – Miami 
 

Jean Baptiste de Richardville 
 

Called Peshawa (Wildcat) by the Miamis and called 
Richardville by the Americans, he was THE MAN.  He 
was smart, industrious, and shrewd.   
 

He fully comprehended how much the American 
Government wanted title to the central part of the 
fledgling state of Indiana. 
 

He negotiated to the benefit of his fellow tribesmen and 
also to the benefit and enrichment of himself. 



October 3, 1818 – Miami 
 

Jean Baptiste de Richardville 
 

Eventually becoming “The Richest Man in Indiana” in 
part due to his monopoly over the portage between the 
Maumee and Wabash Rivers at Fort Wayne, along with 
countless other beneficial business dealings, 
Richardville shrewdly made sure that the Miami were 
the last tribe to sign off on the New Purchase. 



It worked out well…… 



 

The Miami negotiated the 
treaty with favorable terms 
including numerous 
reserves – one of which is 
referred to in the treaty as  
“one other reserve, of ten 
miles square, at the village 
on Sugar Tree Creek” which 
became commonly referred 
to as the Thorntown 
Reserve, located primarily in 
Boone County. 



 

Many private grants were 
included, along with large 
annuities and the promise to 
construct a grist mill and a 
saw mill.  The treaty also 
promised to provide a 
blacksmith, a gunsmith, 
agricultural tools, and salt. 



 

Chief Richardville did well for himself in the treaty.   

Note  the words “grant, by patent, in fee simple” i.e. not a 
“reserve” which does not mean fee simple. 



 

Others benefited as 
well.   

As with many rich, 
powerful people, 
Peshawa / Richardville 
is remembered in a 
mixed context, but 
some acknowledge that 
the numerous private 
grants he negotiated 
are responsible for an 
ongoing presence of 
Hoosiers who are 
descended from the 
Miami Tribe. 



By 1840, the Federal Government had secured treaties 
to the remainder of Indiana.  The Miami peoples, isolated 
among the ever growing farmland, relinquished the 
“residue of the Big Reserve” (number 258) and the 
official Miami Nation relocated to Oklahoma.  

 

Curiously, though, due to the private claims negotiated 
by Richardville, many Miami also remained in Indiana 
and eventually some of those who had departed for 
Oklahoma returned. 







February 11, 1828 - The Eel River, or Thorntown party of 
Miami Indians, cede to the U.S. all claim to a reservation 
of land about 10 miles square at their Village on Sugar 
Tree Creek in Indiana, reserved to them by article 2, of 
the treaty of October, 1818. 



 

The section of this presentation just completed refers to a 
history charged with emotion for some people.  The author 
appreciates those emotions and acknowledges the 
overarching sadness of the destruction of the native way of 
life by the European descendant settlers. 
 

This presentation is intended as an educational and 
instructional tool for modern Land Surveyors practicing in the 
State of Indiana.  The histories referred to in the above 
section are for purposes of contextual comprehension. 
 

The term Indian is used to refer to native inhabitants of the 
area now occupied by the United States, in conformity with 
the official public record, examples of which are cited above. 


