“But all he did was take it.”

“What about the kid who gave it to her?”

“But Judge, he’s a good kid, he’s never been in any trouble before.”


These are examples of what I hear from parents on a regular basis when they realize their child is being remanded into custody of law enforcement and placed into secure detention because probable cause has been found that the child has committed a delinquent act by possessing or passing pills at school or on school property.    


Xanax, Vicodin, OxyContin, Darvocet, Ambien, Klonopin, Paxil, Percocet, Ritalin, Valium, Wellbutrin.  These are among the most popular drugs being passed in our schools today.  And I say “passed” because they are not always being sold in some dark corner of the hall, or behind the gym lockers as you might imagine.  Many are simply being handed out in the middle of the hallway, in full view of other students, shared among students like snacks because the general student body seems to believe if they get caught the worst that can happen is a few days in Out of School Suspension, so no big deal.  Those students couldn’t be more wrong.


It is a big deal, a REALLY big deal.  It is a big deal to school administrators.  It is big deal to law enforcement.  It is a big deal to the Prosecutor.  It is a big deal to the Juvenile Court and Juvenile Probation.  IC 35-48-4-7, Possession of a Controlled Substance and IC 35-48-4-2 through IC 35-48-4-4.6, Dealing in a Controlled Substance, make it a big deal.  And you better believe, we are going to make it a big deal to your student and your family if your child is caught in possession of or dealing these drugs.

Possession of a Controlled Substance means the student possessed the pills knowingly or intentionally.  Knowingly having them or ingesting them is possession. It doesn’t matter if it is “the first time they’ve ever done this kind of thing”.  It doesn’t matter if “a friend gave it to him, he didn’t buy it.”  Knowingly possessed.  Intentionally possessed.  That’s it.  

Dealing in a Controlled Substance means the student knowingly or intentionally delivered, or possessed with intent to deliver, a controlled substance.  Money doesn’t have to change hands; just the knowing or intentional transfer of pills from one student to another, passing them to someone else, that’s dealing.

If the Juvenile Court determines a student has possessed or dealt a controlled substance and he is therefore adjudicated a Delinquent child (criminally convicted in adult terms) he or she is subject to placement in the Indiana Department of Corrections for Juveniles (DOC), placement in Secure Detention, electronic home detention (ankle monitor), probation, random drug and alcohol testing, court costs, fines, probation fees, and any additional terms of probation the Court may impose.  This behavior does not simply subject your student to a slap on the wrist with a few possible days in Out of School Suspension; it subjects them to the DOC.  

What do we do to make it clear that this is a serious issue?  School Administrators are cracking down by referring all alcohol and drug offenses to law enforcement.  Law enforcement is investigating and referring cases to the Prosecutor quickly; and in turn, charges are being filed quickly and efficiently.  Probation is drug testing more frequently.  The Court is not only finding probable cause on charges filed by the Prosecutor, but also may hold a separate probable cause hearing immediately following an Out of School Suspension hearing; and if probable cause is found at that time, may immediately send a juvenile to secure detention for up to 48 hours (excluding weekends and holidays) pending further investigation and Initial Hearing.  One way or another, we are going to get the message across…THIS IS A BIG DEAL.  

What can you do?

Parents: Don’t leave your prescriptions where your child, or their friends, can access them. The most common answer when kids are asked where they got the pills?  “My mom’s purse/Dad’s dresser drawer.”  Count your pills.  Every day.  Twice a day.  Pills sell at school for between 50¢ and $20.00 per pill, and many times are shared or given away free for experimentation.  Many students believe taking/passing prescription pills is a less serious offense than marijuana because if a doctor prescribed it, it can’t be that bad.  Passing and using pills has become extremely prevalent in our schools and you need to help make your kids aware that it is a very serious offense.

Don’t wear blinders, don’t think “Not my kid.”  ANY kid, even the best mannered, honor-roll, never-been-in-any-kind-of-trouble-before student, in a moment of monumental bad judgment, can be tempted if they really believe they can get away with it, and most students believe exactly that.

Most importantly remember that you are their parent, not their friend.  Your kids need you to be responsible and vigilant.   

Students:  If you see it, report it.  Anonymously to school officials.  To your parents.  To someone.  You are in the schools, you see the kids, you see the pills, YOU are the first line of defense in ending this behavior.  

If you do it, stop.  It is dangerous, stupid and you will get caught. And when you get caught, most likely you won’t be going only to Out of School Suspension for a few days; most likely the Court will find probable cause you’ve committed a delinquent act and you will be leaving the courthouse in handcuffs and with a pending juvenile record.  

It’s a big deal.  Every time.  No exceptions.
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