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Boone County Board of Commissioners Minutes

June 24, 2014
The Board of County Commissioners met in a special business session at 9:00 a.m. in the Boone County Office Building, Connie Lamar Meeting Room, #105, Lebanon, Indiana 46052 on June 24, 2014.  Those present were Commissioner Marc Applegate, Commissioner Jeff Wolfe, Commissioner Donnie Lawson, County Attorney Bob Clutter and Kathy Clawson filled in for Karen Lasley-Maue Administrative Assistant.  
The meeting was called to order by Board President Don Lawson at 9:00 a.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
IN THE MATTER OF APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Commissioner Wolfe made a motion to approve the minutes from the June16, 2014 Business Meeting.  Commissioner Applegate seconded.  Motion carried 3-0
IN THE MATTER OF LEGAL ISSUES
County Attorney, Bob Clutter, was present and noted that he had no legal issues for today’s meeting.
IN THE MATTER OF AWARDING BID FOR BOONE BRIDGE #220
The three firms and their bids are as follows:  American Contracting Services at $1,826,861.92; Duncan Robertson at $1,642,378.50 and Yates Construction at $1,599,872.46.  The engineer’s estimate was $1,551,087.30.  Mr. Carney stated that Yates Construction has done work for the County before and they have done a fine job.  Mr. Carney stated that all three bids met the requirements and Yates, being the lowest bidder, was Mr. Carney’s recommendation.  Commissioner Wolfe made a motion to award the construction of Boone Bridge #220 to Yates Construction.  Commissioner Applegate seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  
IN THE MATTER OF RE-ESTABLISHING THE CCD FUND AND INCREASING THE TAX RATE
Marcia Wilhoite, Boone County Councilperson, presented the Commissioners with documentation showing the rate going down, the operating proceeds going down and provides our historical balances of the CCD Fund.  Attorney Clutter reminded the Commissioners that they tabled the first reading and to adopt it you must vote again and it has to pass on the second reading.  The remonstrance period is supposed to lapse by August 1 so the deadline would be July 1, per Clutter.  President Lawson indicated that their next meeting would be after that deadline.    Ms. Deanna Willhoite, Boone County Auditor, was present and confirmed that just this year the DLGF lowered the CCD rate on the County without the Commissioners’ knowledge.  Attorney Clutter questioned Ms. Willhoite if the DLGF were to do that again this year when would the County be notified of the reduction and she responded that it would be after the Council sets the budget and it is submitted to the DLGF for approval.  The budget was cut by $198,000 by the DLGF due to their lowering the tax rate for 2013-2014.  Commissioner Wolfe stated that the Council has been extremely conservative for many years and he felt that was reflective in the trend that they have had on the CCD rate.  That is a result of the Council keeping the cost at a certain level.  The Commissioners are charged with maintaining the buildings and grounds and this rate is what we are using to do that.  This rate has not been raised since 2001 and it has continually gone down since then with assessed values changing.  Commissioner Wolfe stated that it appears to him that for the Commissioners to do their job properly they need to re-establish this rate at the level that the Council is requesting.  Wolfe stated that the cost of the maintenance of the buildings and grounds continues to increase and the CCD rate continues to decrease.  Commissioner Wolfe made a motion to approve Ordinance 2014-03 on this the second reading.  Commissioner Applegate stated that he found it ironic that they are having a special meeting and the two items on the Agenda are to increase the CCD rate and the other is to award the bid for Boone Bridge #220.  This bridge cost us over $1 million more because the Council defunded the bridge.  That does not include the road improvements; that is only the bridge.  Applegate stated that he felt that this was going to be a burden on taxpayers and that there are other things that we can do to cut costs.  Commissioner Applegate stated that he will second the motion but he is going to vote against it.  President Lawson stated that he knows how important it is to maintain the County buildings and to make sure that we have the proper funding to do it.  Lawson stated that he did not like raising taxes but he felt that it was important to give the Council the tools to allow them to manage the budget.  Motion carried 2-1, with Commissioner Applegate voting against the increase.
IN THE MATTER OF OTHER BUSINESS

There was no Other Business for today’s meeting.
IN THE MATTER OF STAFF REPORTS

Mr. Rick Carney, Boone County Highway Supervisor, presented a Utility Agreement for 400 S with Vectren.  This was brought up at a prior meeting and needed a confirmation with BF&S to make sure that it was in compliance, which it is.  Commissioner Applegate made a motion to approve.  Commissioner Wolfe seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  
IN THE MATTER OF DOCUMENT SIGNING, CLAIMS
Attorney Clutter presented the Treasurer’s Monthly Report.  Commissioner Wolfe made a motion to approve the report.  Commissioner Applegate seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  Attorney Clutter presented the County Home Report.  Commissioner Wolfe made a motion to approve the report.  Commissioner Applegate seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.
IN THE MATTER OF MAIL

See Appendix #1 for a list of mail opened by the Commissioners on this date.  

With no further business, Commissioner Wolfe made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Applegate seconded.  Motion carried 3-0. 
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