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The Boone County Soil & Water Conservation District will hold its 54rd Annual Business 
Meeting on January 28, 2014 at 6:00pm in the Witham Pavilion at the Boone County 4-H 
Fairgrounds. This year our featured speaker will be Craig Tornquist.     
 
Craig Tornquist has performed more than 3,000 stand-up comedy shows across the country. 
Known for his quick wit, celebrity impressions, novelty songs, and hilarious audience partici-
pation routines, Craig's unique brand of completely clean comedy has put smiles on even the 
most skeptical of faces. Whether he's motivating students, inspiring adults, entertaining fami-
lies, or helping congregations See Delight!, Craig has consistently proven that "Laughter is the 
shortest distance between two people."  
 
Election of supervisors will be held prior to our speaker with one supervisor’s position up for 
re-election.   
 
The board will also give a summary of work accomplished during 2013. 
 
There will be a complimentary dinner sponsored by Farm Credit Services so please contact the 
office at 765-482-6355 x 134 by January 22, 2014 to make reservations or email Scheryl 
Vaughn at svaughn@co.boone.in.us 

Find us on 
Facebook 

Boone County Soil and Water Conser-
vation District is on Facebook?  Come 
like our page and see updates and  
pictures for local, regional and  national 
events.   

SAVE THE DATE 
The 2014 Soil Health/No-Till Conservation Field Day will be hosted by Hendricks County 

in August 2014.   Date and Location to be announced.   

Farm Bureau Ag Day Field Training Home and Garden Show 
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Browns Wonder—Sugar Creek Watershed: 
Accepting Cost Share Applications 

 
 The Boone and Clinton County Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
were awarded a Clean Water Indiana Grant to provide additional technical 
assistance within Brown’s Wonder-Sugar Creek Watershed.  Agricultural 
Watershed Specialist, Michelle Gilbert was hired to identify resource  
concerns, develop conservation plans, and facilitate the application of best 
management practices that reduce sediment and nutrients within the 
targeted watershed. 
 
 Additional Lake and River Enhancement funding has also been 
awarded for assistance with the installation of conservation practices that 
primarily reduce or trap sediment and nutrients. Examples of acceptable 
practices for LARE funding are cover crops, nutrient management and 
erosion control structures.  Please contact your local SWCD office for a 
complete list of practices or to request an application. 
 
 Anyone within the Sugar Creek Watershed is eligible to apply for  
funding  through the Clean Water Indiana grant which has some implemen-
tation funding available or the LARE grant if located within the Browns 
Wonder area. 
 
 Please contact Scheryl Vaughn, Boone County Soil and Water  
Conservation District at 765-482-6355 x 134 for more information. 
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Prairie Creek Build and Design Project to move forward 
 

 The Boone County Soil and Water Conservation District submitted an applica-
tion with the Department of Natural Resources, Lake and River  
Enhancement Program, partnering with the Boone County Surveyor to address 2 loca-
tions on Prairie Creek with severe erosion issues.  The SWCD office was awarded this 
grant and has hired a firm to start working on this project.  A complete physical design 
for the two projects, ensure project success through necessary communication with 
permitting agency staff and landowners.  A complete project construction to be de-
signed by using the most environmentally friendly practices to stabilize the banks 
where the erosion is occurring.   
 
 If you have questions in regards to this project, you may contact the SWCD  
office at 765-482-6355 x134 or the County Surveyors office at 765-483-4444. 
 

                                                                   
 
 

  Big Raccoon Watershed 
 
 A public hearing on water quality of the Big Raccoon watershed in 
Boone, Montgomery and Putnam counties was held on June 26, 2013 at 6 
p.m. at the Bainbridge Community Building in Bainbridge Indiana. 
 
 Big Raccoon’s headwaters are in Boone’s Jackson Township, in an 
area south of CR 200 S and west of CR 500 W. 
 
 Testing has revealed the presence of E. coli bacteria in several 
Hendricks County streams that drain into Big Raccoon Creek, according to 
the Indiana Department of Environmental Management.  None of the af-
fected areas are in Boone County. 
 
 The hearing is a part of the process IDEM follows to develop a plan to 
manage the total amount of E. coli in the streams. 
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2013 Annual No-Till/Soil Health Workshop held on September 5th 
  

 The Boone County Soil and Water Conservation District in partnership with 
Hendricks and Putnam County SWCD’s hosted the annual No-Till/Soil Health 
workshop held at Dull’s Tree Farm.  Topics of presentations included management 
zone development;’ systems approach to soil health; soil fertility and data manage-
ment, and residue management.  An overview of state and federal programs was 
presented.  There were 49 in attendance and we again thank Farm Credit Services 
for sponsoring the lunch.  The 2014 field day will be hosted by Hendricks County 
so look for the date and location to be announced. 

   

 
  

Well Water Seminar held March 20, 2013 
 

 The Boone County SWCD office hosted a seminar to address concerns 
about water issues.   
 Tips on caring for wells are among topics of the Boone county SWCD’s an-
nual well water meeting held on March 20th in the Indiana Farm Bureau Commu-
nity Building at the Boone County 4-H Fairgrounds in Lebanon.  Scheryl Vaughn 
opened the program at 6:30pm.   
 Mark Basch, head of the water rights and use section of the Indiana Depart-
ment of Natural Resources Division of Water, talked about the availability of 
ground water in the county.  He also discussed proper well construction, ground 
water rights and well regulations.   
 Bruce Moss, owner of Moss Well Drilling, Galveston, addressed dealing 
with drought conditions, including operating issues, sanitizing wells and geother-
mal issues. 
 The session was concluded with a presentation by Greg Inman of the Boone 
County health Department on how and when to test well water.  There were 74 in 
attendance. 

Other Activities 
 Farm Bureau Ag Day—presented with Angie Garrison, NRCS 
 Home and Garden show 
 2013 Boone County Fair 
 2013 Montgomery Co. 4th Grade field day—Presenter at the Water Quality Booth 
 2013 Earth Day for Boone Co. 3rd grade students 
 CRP—Inspect and evaluate 36 CRP grassed waterways and buffer strips 
 Rule 5 plan reviews—We have done 58 Rule 5 plan reviews and site reviews for new building  projects. 
 Tree pick up from the State Nursery for Boone Co. residents in the spring. 
 Attend training and conferences as needed 
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                             NO-TILL DRILL & SEEDER RENTAL FOR 2012 
 
During the 2013 year, the Truax No-Till drill and the Brillion Seeder were rented and used for 
applying conservation practices, reconditioning small hay fields and re-seeding some yards. 
The following is the total acreage of use for the no-till drill and the seeder. 
 
No-till Drill   73.3  
Seeder                    91.0 
Total                       164.3 
 
This equipment can be rented at the following rates; 
 
Truax No-till Drill               One to Five Acres______$100  Minimum 
                                         For each acre added _______$20 
 For 10 acres or more, the minimum is waived and will be $20 per acre. 
 
Brillion Seeder                   One to Three Acres______$30 Minimum 

Conservation Compliance and USDA Benefits 
Indianapolis, December 20, 2013 – Indiana leaders at the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) are issuing an important reminder to program participants about conservation compliance.  “Despite the expiration 
of many farm bill programs, the 1985 Conservation Compliance provisions remain intact,” stated FSA State Executive Director Julia 
A. Wickard.  
 
These Highly Erodible Land (HEL) Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation Compliance (WC) provisions affect eligibility 
for nearly all FSA and NRCS programs.  This includes loans, direct payments, conservation, and disaster programs. 
 
“NRCS technical experts make these determinations and FSA maintains the official records of USDA determinations,” noted Jane 
Hardisty, NRCS State Conservationist.  “It is a joint USDA effort to assist Indiana landowners in protecting environmentally sensi-
tive lands.” 
 
Farmers who produce an agricultural commodity on fields where HEL is predominant are eligible for benefits unless NRCS deter-
mines that an acceptable conservation system is not actively applied.  
 
Under the Wetland Conservation Compliance (WC) Provisions, farmers are ineligible for benefits if they plant an agricultural com-
modity on a wetland that was converted after Dec. 23, 1985 or if they convert a wetland after Nov. 28, 1990, by draining, dredging, 
filling, leveling or any other means for the purpose, or to have the effect, of making the production of an agricultural commodity pos-
sible. 
 
It is vital that landowners and operators know their land and have a record of all NRCS technical determinations.  If activities are 
planned to make crop production possible, producers should visit the FSA to review records and complete the forms to determine 
whether a referral to NRCS is necessary.  This is especially important when new farming interests are acquired, as activities per-
formed by prior landowners and operators can have an adverse effect on eligibility for current benefits.  For example, the owner of a 
property cleared a wooded area in 2010 and then sold the land in 2012.  If the new owner plants a crop on the cleared area and it is 
later found to be a converted wetland, there is a potential for a loss of program benefits.  
 
“When acquiring a new farm it is very important to compare the recent imagery with the actual cropping lines in the field and get 
copies of any technical determinations on file,” stated Wickard.  “NRCS staff can provide technical assistance to assist landowners, 
but it is vital that assistance be requested and determinations are completed before the action is taken,” added Hardisty. 
Hardisty.  Please contact Angie Garrison, Boone County District Conservationist at 765-482-6355 with questions. 
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801 West Pearl Street, Ste C 
Lebanon, IN  46052 

Phone: 765-482-6355 x 134 
E-mail: svaughn@co.boone.in.us             
www.boonecounty.in.gov 

BOONE C OUNT Y S OIL 
A N D W A T E R  
CONSE R VA T I ON 
DISTR ICT 

One seed can start a garden. 

One smile can lift a spirit. 

One candle can light a room. 

One conversation can start a friendship. 

One step can begin a journey. 

One heart can love many. 

One person can make all the difference. 

Our Mission Statement: 
The Boone County Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisors and staff are dedicated to helping land users/managers care for 

our soil and water resources with an emphasis on technical services, leadership, education, proper land use and watershed 
management. 

Staff 
Scheryl Vaughn 

District Administrator 
 

John Bush, RC 
Michelle Gilbert, AWS 

 
Board of Supervisors: 

 
Kathy Clawson 
Allen Mohler 

Chris Branaman 
Gerald Shelburne 

Danny Dunbar 
 

Associate Supervisor 
Beth Neilson 

 

What Boone Co. SWCD has to offer 
Rule 5 Technical Plan Reviews 
2012 BOONE/HENDRICKS PLAT BOOKS - $15.00 each 
SURVEY FLAGS - bundle of 100 flags - $8.50 per bundle 
                                                                    $4.50/half bundle 
TILE PROBES - $20.00 each 
RAIN BARRELS - $70.00 each tax included - variety of colors 
SOIL MAPS - Need a map of soil types for your farm?  It’s on 
the web and we can show you how it works.  We still have CD’s 
available. 
GRAZING LAND MEASURING STICKS -  $4.50 includes tax 
PASTURE MANAGEMENT BOOKS - $6.50 includes tax 
NO-TILL DRILL 
BRILLION SEEDER 
CONTRACTORS LISTS - We have several list available at the 
office. (contractors, native grass, invasive removal.). 
Call 765-483-4449 

IDNR Nursery Program 
The Jasper-Pulaski and Vallonia Nurseries offer 
sales of tree seedlings through the Indiana Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.  Their contact informa-
tion is www.dnr.IN.gov/forestry.  Multiple species 
of tree seedlings can be obtained at an affordable 
cost. 
The Boone County SWCD in cooperation with the 
Boone County Extension Office offers a pick up and 
delivery service from the Jasper-Pulaski Nursery to 
the Boone County 4-H grounds.  Deadline to order 
trees is the third Friday in October with delivery in 
April. 
Forms can be obtained online at the DNR website or 
at the BCSWCD office at 765-482-6355 ext 134. 
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