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Boone County Board of Commissioners Minutes

November 18, 2013
The Board of County Commissioners met in a regular business session at 9:00 a.m. in the Boone County Office Building, Connie Lamar Meeting Room, #105, Lebanon, Indiana 46052 on November 18, 2013.  Those present were Commissioner Marc Applegate, Commissioner Jeff Wolfe, Commissioner Donnie Lawson, County Attorney Bob Clutter and Karen Lasley-Maue Administrative Assistant.  
The meeting was called to order by Board President Jeff Wolfe at 9:10 a.m. following the Drainage Board Meeting.
IN THE MATTER OF APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Commissioner Applegate made a motion to approve the minutes from the November 4, 2013 Business Meeting.  Commissioner Lawson seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  Commissioner Lawson made a motion to approve the Memorandum regarding the Executive Session which was held on November 4, 2013.  Commissioner Applegate seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  
IN THE MATTER OF TORNADO DAMAGE UPDATE FROM YESTERDAY’S STORM

Mr. Mike Martin, Boone County Emergency Management’s Executive Director, was present and informed the Commissioners that at 3:59 pm yesterday a tornado hit the southern part of the City of Lebanon.  Several citizens and law enforcement were eyewitnesses to this tornado touching down, along with videos.  In Lebanon, there were 26 homes damaged with 7 of them being non-inhabitable.  The residential damage was in the area of South Meridian and South East Street between Cox and Birchwood.  The Starbucks on South Lebanon Street was damaged with cars being thrown about.  The small strip mall behind Starbucks sustained some damage also.  There was a semi-tractor trailer sitting in the Flying J parking lot and it was picked up and thrown onto the median on Interstate I-65.  The couple were trapped in the semi and actually lived in the semi so they lost their home as well as their means of employment.  They also had 10 dogs in the truck with them which were rounded up and taken to the City where they will be taken care of until the couple can pick them up.  The Lebanon Business Park had some damage to CNH, Skjodt-Barrett and Gander Mountain.  In the County there were a couple of barns leveled and a woods destroyed.  Thorntown was without power for approximately 7 ½ hours.  A Command trailer was set up at the Speedway gas station on South Lebanon Street and they also activated their EOC in the basement of the Jail.  Law enforcement and fire departments came from Thorntown, Zionsville, Advance, and Perry Township to assist and their help was very much appreciated.  Mr. Martin stated that the State and the National Weather Service will be coming in today to do the damage assessment.  Mr. Martin encouraged everyone with damage to report it as the amount of damage has a lot to do with if the County gets any kind of assistance or not.  Mr. Martin thanked all who assisted yesterday in anyway.  The Commissioners thanked Mr. Martin for his work and dedication.  
President Wolfe stated that there was a question on a claim from a meeting or two ago and asked that Lori Schein from the Prosecutor’s Office come to the podium and clarify the claim.  The claim was for personal money that Prosecutor Todd Meyer had given to a witness in the David Camm trial who was brought in from out of the Country.  She arrived with her two children and no money.  The claim was for $120.00 which was given to the witness for her and her children to eat while they were in Lebanon.  She was supposed to fly in for one day and leave and ended up staying four or five days.  The Commissioners questioned why it was not submitted to Floyd County.  Ms. Schein stated that she had not submitted it to Floyd County but did present a folder approximately 2” thick which was full of claims which had been turned into Floyd County.  The Commissioners agreed that this could be taken from the Prosecutor’s Deferral fund.
IN THE MATTER OF LEGAL ISSUES
County Attorney, Bob Clutter, was present and noted that he had Maintenance Bonds for Walker Farms in the amount of $4668.97 for Erosion Control in Walker Farms, Section 14; Maintenance Bonds for Walker Farms in the amount of $12,939.00 for Storm Sewers in Walker Farms, Section 14.  Also Maintenance Bonds for Storm Sewers in the amount of $9511.00 and Erosion Control in the amount of $3470.69 for Walker Farms Section 13B.  Commissioner Applegate made a motion to approve all four Maintenance Bonds.  Commissioner Lawson seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  Attorney Clutter requested a motion to release the Construction Bonds which have all been inspected and approved.  Commissioner Lawson made a motion to release the Construction Bonds.  Commissioner Applegate seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  Attorney Clutter then requested a motion to release the Performance Bonds for Eagles Nest 9B.  Commissioner Applegate made a motion to release the Performance Bonds for Eagles Nest 9B.  Commissioner Lawson seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  
Attorney Clutter presented an amendment to the Natural Gas Service Agreement for ProLiance.  The amendment simply adds the Elk’s building to the contract.  Commissioner Applegate made a motion to approve the contract and to authorize President Wolfe to execute the contract.  Commissioner Lawson seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  

Attorney Clutter reported that the Sheriff and the Surveyor made a presentation earlier at the Drainage Board meeting regarding improvements to the shooting range out at the Jail and requested permission from the Commissioners to allow him to start preparing the final documentation and leases for that.  Commissioner Applegate made a motion to approve the request.  Commissioner Lawson seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  
IN THE MATTER OF REQUEST FOR SB1 APPROVAL FOR PROJECT DRIVER
Mr. Bryan Brackemyer, Executive Director Boone County EDC, was present to request SB1 approval for Project Driver, or GNC.  Mr. Brackemyer updated the Commissioners on the specifics of the project and requested approval from them.  Commissioner Applegate stated that he was not comfortable with 150 employees making $11.50 an hour.  Applegate stated that with that kind of salary he did not feel that those people would be shopping in Boone County.  Applegate agreed that it would be a great tax benefit for the County but he wants to see higher wages for the employees.  Brackemyer stated that this company is hoping to expand in the future and that would offer some higher paying positions.  Applegate stated that he was very disappointed and that in the future he felt that they should be looking at bringing in businesses where the citizens can make decent enough money to live here.  Applegate stated that he would go along with this one but he would not go along with it in the future; he wants to see higher paying jobs brought into the County.  Commissioner Lawson stated that he agreed and that he had an issue with the seven year abatement.  Commissioner Wolfe stated that as a member of the EDC Board, he knows that Bryan Brackemyer is out there every day searching for a tech company that will come in here and pay an average wage of $80,000 but those companies are not available at this point in time.  Wolfe reminded everyone that we are in a market of recovery and when you look at a recovery market, creating employment or assisting to create employment in a park like Anson, is a starting point.  Per Commissioner Wolfe, Hendricks County is looking at adding a tremendous number of jobs that are lower wages than this and getting a base of this kind of wage leads to that next level of management or tech range coming in here.  Mr. Brackemyer stated that they had just conducted a labor availability study and found that there are over 12,000 workers looking for positions for $16.00 an hour and under.  That would fit within the realm of this project.  Commissioner Wolfe stated that he felt that this was a good project and was the right direction to move in the recovery period that they are in.  Commissioner Applegate stated that he would reluctantly make a motion to approve.  Commissioner Lawson seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  
IN THE MATTER OF UPDATE ON ELECTROCHEMICAL
Mr. Aaron Culp, Church, Church, Hill and Antrium, was present to represent Reynolds Farm Equipment.  Culp stated that Reynolds has been looking at the former Electrochemical site to see if there was a way that they could use that property in their current operations.  They are proceeding under Indiana Code 6-1.1-25-4.1 (See Appendix #1)   This procedure is designed to assist when you have a property like Electrochemical where you have serious environmental issues.  This is designed to help put this property back on the tax rolls as something that is useful in creating jobs and income within the community.  The only step for the Commissioners is to make a determination that the property contains hazardous waste or another environmental hazard for which the cost of abatement exceeds the fair market value.  Mr. Culp reviewed the steps which are spelled out in Appendix #1.  Attorney Clutter advised the Commissioners to delay their actions until the petition is filed.  
IN THE MATTER OF REQUEST FOR LAND PURCHASE
Mr. Travis Smith, Ricker, was present to inquire if the Commissioners had any desire to sell the Highway Department’s Lot 2 on Indianapolis Avenue.  Commissioner Wolfe informed Mr. Smith that he is the second one to inquire about this property.  It was decided that they would have an Executive Session on December 2nd to discuss this topic.  
IN THE MATTER OF APPROVAL OF AT&T RENEWAL CONTRACT
Attorney Clutter presented a renewal for the County’s Centrex contract with AT&T.  Commissioner Lawson made a motion to approve the contract and authorize Commissioner Wolfe to sign on behalf of the Board.  Commissioner Lawson seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  
IN THE MATTER OF DISCUSSION OF THE 3% DISCRETIONARY RAISE FOR THE COMMISSIONERS’ OFFICE
The County Council appropriated money for a 3% discretionary raise for employees as the department heads see fit.  President Wolfe stated that the employees under the Commissioners would be Weights and Measures; however, W & M is part time so Karen Lasley-Maue would be the only individual to consider.  Commissioner Applegate made a motion to approve a 3% raise for Mrs. Lasley-Maue.  Commissioner Lawson seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  Mrs. Lasley-Maue thanked the Commissioners.
IN THE MATTER OF APPROVAL OF EXTENSION CONTRACTUAL SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN PURDUE UNIVERSITY AND BOONE COUNTY
President Wolfe stated that he had a question regarding this as to how much the Council appropriated for this contract.  Commissioner Wolfe requested that Mrs. Lasley-Maue check with the Auditor and find out what amount was designated for this contract for 2014.  
IN THE MATTER OF REQUEST BY THE BC HUMANE SOCIETY TO USE THE COURTHOUSE ROTUNDA
Ms. Cheryl Hancock, Secretary and Communications Director for the Humane Society for 
Boone County, was present and requested the use of the Courthouse Rotunda on December 7, 2013 and the event would run from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm but they would like to set up around 8:30 am.  Ms. Hancock stated that she has contacted Lt. Stevenson regarding the security.  Ms. Hancock also requested permission to place a 4’ x 8’ A frame sign out on the Courthouse square two weeks prior to the event and the sign would be removed the day of the event.  Commissioner Lawson approved the request.  Commissioner Applegate seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  

IN THE MATTER OF LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR JAMESTOWN OCRA GRANT

President Wolfe stated that Jamestown is going to apply for a grant from OCRA and that they have requested that the Commissioners send a letter of support.  Commissioner Applegate made a motion to approve the request for the letter of support.  Commissioner Lawson seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  
IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERING GIS REQUEST FROM EN ENGINEERING

Attorney Clutter presented the request for one layer of GIS information from EN Engineering.  Commissioner Applegate made a motion to approve the request.  Commissioner Lawson seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  
IN THE MATTER OF OTHER BUSINESS

Attorney Clutter informed the Commissioners that Arc of Greater Boone County is a finalist in Toyota’s 100 cars for good and as part of that they are up against four other organizations.  Each day the two top vote getters each day receives a new Toyota vehicle.  Arc has requested a new handicap assessable minivan which they are in the running for and tomorrow is the day of the competition.  All you have to do is go on Facebook and vote for them at www.100carsforgood.com   Arcs request is that the County share this with their employees so that they can get enough votes to be one of the top two vote getters.  The Commissioners approved that this be sent out to the County employees to request their support for Arc.
Ms. Joyce Douglas, Lebanon, was present to speak on behalf of retaining Mapleview and presented a petition with 455 signatures.  Ms. Douglas stated that there will probably be more signatures coming in.  Mr. Aaron Smith, Lebanon, also spoke in support of Mapleview.
Mr. Greg Inman, Boone County Environmental Director, was present to request purchasing a data plan for one of their cell phones in the Health Department for their Food Inspector for $10 a month.  The Commissioners questioned if it was in their budget and Mr. Inman replied that it was.  Commissioner Applegate made a motion to approve the request.  Commissioner Lawson seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  
Mr. Inman informed the Commissioners that Shred-It had delivered the consoles for the employees use and that the console in the Annex is located in the basement in the South end of the lobby in front of the Environmental Health Department.  

IN THE MATTER OF STAFF REPORTS

Highway Supervisor Rick Carney was present and provided the documentation for Right-of-Way acquisitions for Boone County Bridge #220.  Attorney Clutter stated that there are seven parcels and they have an appraisal award on six of them.  The total so far in acquisitions is $43,800.  The only parcel that they do not have completed yet is the property that belongs to Rick Smits.    Commissioner Lawson made a motion to approve the acquisition offers and authorize President Wolfe to sign on behalf of the Board.  Commissioner Applegate seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.
Mr. Carney stated that he had his sign inventory done and wanted to know if he should go ahead and place it on the intranet.  The Commissioners did not need to approve this.

Mr. Carney stated that the property on 200 West where they were going to move the fence, the resident has changed her mind.  Carney inquired if they could go back out there and have the Surveyor stake it again and be on her property.  Attorney Clutter stated that it is a public right-of-way and has been adopted by the Commissioners; I would suggest sending her a letter before you go informing her that you are coming.  Attorney Clutter also stated that she has a mean bull and they need to make sure that the bull us put up before they go out there.  Attorney Clutter will send the letter.  
Mr. Carney stated that on the gas analysis list, the comparison from 2013 and 2014 is 100,000 gallons off.  Carney questioned what he should do to notify Co-Alliance of the difference.  It was decided that Carney should just notify Co-Alliance of the correction.

Mr. Carney informed the Commissioners that they had received an insurance payment from Travelers to cover the damage at the Highway Department and the Jail caused by lightning.  

The Sheriff’s Department invoice was $2693.47 and the Highway Department’s invoice was $1195.00.  The deductible on the claim was $1,000 so Mr. Carney deducted $500 from each claim and the Highway Department would be due $695.02 and the Sheriff’s Department would be due $1,391.47.  Carney stated that his office manager had spoken with Travelers and she pointed out that there was an $801.00 invoice for labor that he evidently did not see so they are going to issue another check in the amount of $801.00 which will also go to the Sheriff’s Department.  

Commissioner Applegate stated that he would like to discuss Cty Rd 100 between 650 and 875.  Applegate stated that he would like to publicly support Mr. Carney with the work that he has put into the roads in the County saying that he feels he has done a good job with the money that he has been given.  Applegate stated that there are a lot of roads in the County and that he felt that the Highway Department had done a good job in determining where to put our resources.    Applegate states that he continually gets email complaints regarding that road and he would like to be able to respond to those complaints telling them that we have done all we can do on that road at this time.  Commissioner Wolfe stated that the answer that this group of individuals is looking for is a paved road.  Wolfe indicated that they have reiterated to that group many times over that that is not in the plans in the near future.  Wolfe stated that with his business he has daily opportunities to drive in other counties on their county roads and our roads are maintained very well.  Wolfe commended Mr. Carney and his staff for maintaining the roads like they do.  Applegate stated that he thinks many times that people want to live in the country to enjoy country life but many of them are not willing to accept all of the down sides of living in the country and one of those is living on a gravel road.  That is a choice they make.  Applegate stated that if they could pave every road in the County, he would do it but they don’t have the funding for that and they have to make the best use of the funds that they can.  Commissioner Lawson agreed and stated that he felt that they had gone above and beyond for those citizens on that particular road.  Commissioner Applegate stated that he thinks they spent more time, energy and money on that road this year than any other road in the County.  Mr. Carney stated that his employees are the ones that have done the hard work and have maintained the roads.  
IN THE MATTER OF DOCUMENT SIGNING, CLAIMS
Attorney Clutter presented the Clerk’s monthly report.  Commissioner Lawson made a motion to approve the Clerk’s report.  Commissioner Applegate seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  Mrs. Lasley-Maue presented the claims.  See Appendix #2 for a list of claims approved and signed in today’s meeting.  Commissioner Applegate made a motion to approve the Claims submitted.  Commissioner Lawson seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.    
IN THE MATTER OF MAIL

See Appendix #3 for a list of mail opened by the Commissioners on this date.  

With no further business, Commissioner Applegate made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Lawson seconded.  Motion carried 3-0. 
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