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Boone County Board of Commissioners Minutes

March 16, 2015
The Board of County Commissioners met in a regular business session at 9:00 a.m. in the Boone County Office Building, Connie Lamar Meeting Room, #105, Lebanon, Indiana 46052 on March 16, 2015.  Those present were Commissioner Marc Applegate, Commissioner Jeff Wolfe, Commissioner Donnie Lawson, County Attorney Bob Clutter and Karen Lasley-Maue Administrative Assistant.  
The meeting was called to order by Board President Marc Applegate at 9:00 a.m. following the Drainage Board Meeting.
IN THE MATTER OF APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Commissioner Wolfe made a motion to approve the minutes from the March 2, 2015 Business Meeting.  Commissioner Applegate seconded.  Motion carried 2-0.  Commissioner Lawson was not able to attend that meeting.  Commissioner Wolfe made a motion to approve the Memorandum from the Executive Session held on February 27, 2015.  Commissioner Lawson seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.
IN THE MATTER OF LEGAL ISSUES
County Attorney, Bob Clutter, was present and noted litigation brought on behalf of Christopher Lohss regarding an accident that occurred on 975 East a couple of years ago.  They are very close to settlement, per Clutter, but they have some discovery that is due and they had filled out all of the Interrogatory responses and the request for production of documents and only need a signature from the Board of Boone County Commissioners.  Commissioner Wolfe made a motion to approve and authorize President Applegate to sign the document.  Commissioner Lawson seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  

Attorney Clutter presented Resolution 2015-03 which would lift the restrictions set by the Commissioners back in 2011 when they deeded some abandoned railroad right-of-way to the Friends of Boone County Trails. The restrictions were that it had to be used as a multi-purpose trail, the improvements had to begin within two years and if they did not being within two years the property would refer back to the County.  Whitestown has been working on this and has applied for some funding but unfortunately have not been able to get the improvements started within the two years.  They have requested that the restrictions be removed.  Commissioner Wolfe said his only concern was that they only use the property for trails.  Attorney Clutter advised that he believes that once it is developed it will be conveyed to Whitestown Parks Department.  Commissioner Wolfe made a motion to approve Resolution 2015-03.  Commissioner Lawson seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  
Attorney Clutter then presented a contract for Assessment with GUTS.  This is for annual adjustments and other appraisal services.  This will expire on May 31, 2015 and Clutter requested direction as to if the Commissioners wanted an Amendment drafted to renew the Agreement.  Nothing changes so the Commissioners requested Attorney Clutter prepares the Amendment to renew the contract for four years.  

Attorney Clutter then presented an EMA Sub Grant Agreement for partial reimbursement for the 2014 salaries in the amount of $28,330.27.  Ms. Rachel Hanon, EMA, was present to answer questions that the Commissioners might have.  Commissioner Lawson made a motion to approve.  Commissioner Wolfe seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.
A GIS Agreement was presented by Attorney Clutter for Western Boone Schools to assist them in transportation planning for their bus routes.  They would like to use the GIS software to accurately place routes and students.  Clutter stated that he had reviewed this and had no issues with it.  Commissioner Lawson made a motion to approve.  Commissioner Wolfe seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  

Attorney Clutter presented Utility Agreements.  The first one was with REMC.  They were given verbal approval previously.  Commissioner Wolfe made a motion to approve.  Commissioner Lawson seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  The next Utility Agreement was with C & J Well Co and we need more information on it.  It does not indicate if it is a cut or a bore and there is no site plan with this.  Commissioner Wolfe made a motion to approve once we get the missing information.  Commissioner Lawson seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  The last Utility Agreement was with Earth Com and the work will be on 275 West and Upper Simmons Road.  This is a pretty long cut and in the past the Commissioners have required a bond due to the chance of damaged field tiles.  The Commissioners agreed that a $25,000 bond would be suitable.  Commissioner Lawson made a motion to approve with the receipt of a $25,000 bond.  Commissioner Wolfe seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.
Attorney Clutter stated that he had received the ESG contract for the geothermal system at the Jail and had made some minor changes.  He stated that he had not had a chance to get it back to Mark Falahee with ESG.  Clutter stated that he has involved Dan Lamar, Lamar and Lamar Insurance to look at the project also.  Commissioner Wolfe stated that they would like to deal with this today as their next meeting is almost three weeks out and they are losing opportunities with the good weather.  Attorney Clutter suggested that the Commissioners approve with the provision that ESG agrees with the minor changes and that Dan Lamar is OK with the contract and that they authorize one Commissioner to sign.  Commissioner Lawson made a motion to approve once ESG has agreed with the changes; Dan Lamar is in agreement and to authorize Commissioner Wolfe to execute the documents.  Commissioner Wolfe seconded.   Motion carried 3-0.  Sheriff Nielsen stated that his biggest concern was that the well field was far enough away that any future expansion at the Jail would not be jeopardized.  Nielsen was assured by ESG that was the case.  This comes from the 2014 COIT bond.  Is this correct?
IN THE MATTER OF APPROVAL OF TAX PAYMENT PROCESSING RENEWAL CONTRACT WITH GUTS
Boone County Treasurer, Debbie Ottinger, was present and stated that this is the annual contract that the County has with GUTS for the print, mail and lockbox services for tax payment processing.  Attorney Clutter stated that he has reviewed the contract and has no issues with it.  Commissioner Wolfe made a motion to approve.  Commissioner Lawson seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  Mrs. Ottinger stated that GUTS does a phenomenal job for them. This will be paid from line 0003.430.431.0.9016.
IN THE MATTER OF PROCLAMATION FOR CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION
Sheriff Mike Nielsen was present and read a Proclamation designating April as Child Abuse Prevention Month.  The Sheriff requested permission to place the pinwheels on the Courthouse lawn for April.  Commissioner Wolfe made a motion to approve the Proclamation and the placing of the pinwheels on the Courthouse lawn.  Commissioner Lawson seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.
IN THE MATTER OF OTHER BUSINESS
Ms. Cindy Murphy, Boone County Health Department Administrator, was present to distribute ‘Save the Date’ card to the Commissioners for their 2015 Health Summit to be held on May 6, 2015 from 11:00 am until 1:00 pm at the Herman B. Wells Community Room at the Lebanon High School.  
IN THE MATTER OF STAFF REPORTS

Sheriff Nielsen informed the Commissioners that he was working on a program to assure that all of his staff is up to date on their vaccinations.  Dealing with inmates on a daily basis, he feels that this is important.  Nielsen stated that he has been working with Alan McCloskey and Cindy Murphy to obtain this goal and Sheriff Nielsen praised Ms. Murphy for her help, as well as Mr. McCloskey.  They are trying to get this covered under the insurance plan.  They are working with Witham to see what kind of a deal we can get with them for the serum.  
Nielsen thanked the Commissioners for their additional new staff in Maintenance at the Jail and stated that you can tell the difference.  The new gentleman is doing a great job for us, per Nielsen.

Boone County is again dealing with a high profile case from Wisconsin and Nielsen informed the Commissioners that the Sheriff’s Department is being contacted by Nancy Grace and other national media regarding this case.  Sheriff Nielsen informed the Commissioners that Rod Rose stated that the news media coming from out of state probably will not realize that they can’t have cameras on the third floor of the Courthouse.  Nielsen respectfully requested that either the Sheriff’s Department, the Commissioners or Maintenance place signs stating that no cameras are allowed on the third floor.  The hearing is April 8th at 10:30 am.  Commissioner Wolfe suggested that their office send out an email requesting that all personnel wear their identification badges that day.  It was suggested by the Sheriff that these signs be permanent as that is the Juvenile floor and that is why no cameras are allowed.  Mr. Miller, Maintenance Supervisor, was requested to check into the signs and inform the Commissioners the cost and they would determine where to take the funds from.  
Sheriff Nielsen stated that with the new camera installations, they knew that they were going to have changes orders.  We don’t anticipate that those change orders will affect what the contract is as far as pay.  They did add some cameras where we did not think we would need them.  We have created an office in the Jail for Probation and Probation is picking up the costs for the cameras in that area.  The change orders are in the amount of $5182 and the Sheriff’s Office is covering that.  

Commissioner Wolfe stated that they had an option to place a monitor at the back door of the Annex so individuals inside could check the monitor to see if there was anyone in the parking lot or alley.  This was included in the contract and they did choose to go ahead and do it.  Mr. Mike Miller, Courthouse Facilities Manager, stated that they had a request for a camera on the third floor just outside the hearing room and the two offices alongside of it and those are the only two changes that he knew of.  Commissioner Wolfe stated that the cost of the Courthouse changes were offset by the number of door lock security systems that they were going to do at Key Bank and they decided that they did not need them.  Sheriff Nielsen stated that this project is going very, very well and the product and the services that they are receiving are top notch.  

IN THE MATTER OF DOCUMENT SIGNING, CLAIMS
Attorney Clutter presented a Key Request for the Treasurer’s Office.  Commissioner Lawson made a motion to approve.  Commissioner Wolfe seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  Attorney Clutter presented the Clerk’s monthly report.  Commissioner Wolfe made a motion to approve the Clerk’s report.  Commissioner Lawson seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  Mrs. Lasley-Maue presented the claims.  See Appendix #1 for a list of claims approved and signed in today’s meeting.  Commissioner Lawson made a motion to approve the Claims submitted. Commissioner Wolfe seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.    
Attorney Clutter informed the Commissioners that part of the mail was an email from the Highway Department questioning how the County is going to fund the outstanding balance to Co-Alliance for the unused fuel from last year.  Commissioner Wolfe stated that they don’t have a choice in this; they just have to figure out where to take the money from.  Commissioner Wolfe stated that Doug with Co-Alliance has been very fair with the County and they have no issues with their request.  It was decided that the entities from last year that did not use close to their estimated usage of fuel should be requested to help fund this balance.  Commissioner Applegate offered to work with Mrs. Lasley-Maue on a letter to go out to those entities requesting that they help with the cost.   They will need to advertise an additional for this.

Attorney Clutter informed the Commissioners of a letter from Thomas Wyman to American Structure Pointe discussing the 300/400 connector and how it bisects his property.  
Clutter also advised the Commissioners that he sent a letter to Derrick Cameron reaffirming that the farm lease had been terminated and he was given until March 31, 2015 to remove the crops.

Attorney Clutter also presented a bill from the Bank of NY Mellon for $750 for Paying Agent fee.  This was for the E911 Motorola bonds which were done in 2010.  There was no line set up for that as previously that was always paid for out of the bond fees and what was left over and there is nothing left over now.  This is an annual recurring fee and will be until the bonds expire in 2030.  The Council rolled those over instead of an installment loan into a bond.  Commissioner Applegate suggested getting some direction from the County Council.  Attorney Clutter will take the invoice and look into his files to see what he can find.  He will also take it up with the Council.  
Commissioner Wolfe informed the other Commissioners that there was an issue on 875 East with some pavement and our office forwarded it on to John Wilson and he addressed it.  Also there was a second email on 800 South and Wolfe called John and he was already taking action on it.  

Commissioner Lawson stated that he had received a phone call from a citizen thanking them for putting the guardrail up in the Elizaville area.
Commissioner Wolfe stated that he had a complaint from Whitestown regarding damage done to one of the roads during the project on 450 South.  They are asking us to help with the damages on that road.  We will have to check into this further.

IN THE MATTER OF MAIL

See Appendix #2 for a list of mail opened by the Commissioners on this date.  

With no further business, Commissioner Lawson made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Wolfe seconded.  Motion carried 3-0. 
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